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Donenfeld Maya Donenfeld : Reinvention: Sewing with Rescued Materials  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Reinvention: Sewing with Rescued Materials: 

43 of 44 people found the following review helpful. directions confusingBy SBI consider myself to be a very 
experienced sewer and I wholeheartedly agree with the previous 5 star reviews. This is a stunning and inspiring book. 
I really enjoyed the author's personal recollections. I too would have given it 5 stars until I made the sling bag. I found 
the directions for measurements and layout confusing. The author provides a template, however, only a partial one. I 
had to add pieces to the lengths I cut.... so frustrating! I still can't figure out where I went wrong because I had to piece 
together extra fabric to make my bag long enough to wear as a side sling! I do like the projects in this book and I will 
definitely be making more, however, I will read and re-read the directions before embarking on the next project. I've 
learned that the best reviews are by folks that have actually made projects from a book and not just looked at it!8 of 9 
people found the following review helpful. Simply wonderful!By NanThis is a stunning book! Well written and 
beautifully photographed, it's premise is simple: rescue every day textiles that are bound for the landfill and reinvent 
them as functional objects of style and simplicity for your home or personal use. Maya (of the award winning blog 
maya*made) has thoughtfully organized the book by seven designated materials and four corresponding projects for 
each material (a total of twenty eight!). Her instructions are well thought out and easy to follow with simple 
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illustrations, inspiring a range of sewers from the beginner to the more experienced. Woven into the book are well 
researched and interesting facts about the history of each material and its environmental impact, sourcing, 
deconstruction and sewing tips as well as lovely, personal stories of spirit and serendipity that reveal the deep 
connection between the textile and what it wants to become. Sustainable sewers will feel like magicians as they 
transform old pairs of jeans into a hammock, a burlap coffee sack into a log carrier or a woolen blanket into a pouf!0 
of 0 people found the following review helpful. Not good for people with more creativity or experienceBy FayeThe 
cover is deceiving. All the projects are things I would maybe make with my child. Not good for people with more 
creativity or experience.

28 projects seamlessly merge stitching, sustainability, and resourcefulness with simple, clean designAdvancements in 
technology have increased the pace of our lives. As a response, a vibrant Do It Yourself movement has risen to reclaim 
age old traditions that reconnect us to slower and simpler times. A sewing renaissance has been set in motion at a time 
in history when economic instability and an awareness of the importance of using sustainable resources is 
peaking.With this in mind, award-winning blogger Maya Donenfeld offers a guide to working with her favorite 
recycled materials. Youll find linen, burlap, wool and more with details on their history, deconstruction techniques, 
sewing tips, and information about their environmental impact.Reinventing everyday materials into extraordinary 
items of beauty and utility for the modern home and family will excite new and experienced sewers alike. To add an 
element of personalization, Maya draws on her experience leading print workshops to share easy methods for 
transforming gently-used fabric with paint and ink. Stenciling templates and thorough instructions are provided, as 
well as encouragement to invent your own designs. Stories, a favorite recipe, and nature activity are tucked between 
and around the projects to offer the reader an invitation to slow down, and create with intention.

From the Back Cover28 projects seamlessly merge stitching, sustainability, and resourcefulness with simple, clean 
designAdvancements in technology have increased the pace of our lives. As a response, a vibrant do-it-yourself 
movement has risen to reclaim age-old traditions that reconnect us to slower and simpler times.Award-winning 
blogger Maya Donenfeld offers a guide to working with her favorite recycled materials. You'll find linen, burlap, 
wool, and more with details on their history, deconstruction techniques, sewing tips, and information about their 
environmental impact.Reinventing everyday materials into remarkable items of beauty and utility for the modern 
home and family will excite new and experienced sewers alike. In this one-of-a-kind book, Maya also shares easy 
methods for transforming gently used fabric with paint and ink. Inside you'll find stenciling templates, clear patterns, 
and thorough instructions, as well as encouragement to invent your own designs. Stories, a favorite recipe, and a 
nature activity are tucked between and around the projects to offer you an invitation to slow down, be mindful of your 
surroundings, and create with intention.About the AuthorMaya Donenfeld writes the popular green crafting and simple 
living blog, www.mayamade.blogspot.com. Her distinctive designs feature sustainable resources and fibers while 
weaving in elements from the natural world. Her website is filled with projects, inspiration, and eco-friendly tutorials 
to light a fire under anyone wanting to artfully recycle, repurpose, and reinvent. 


